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2021 Village of Cottage Grove Police Department Annual Report on Use of Force 

As required by the Village of Cottage Grove Police Department’s “Use of Force” policy, Chief Layber is required to prepare an annual report and analysis of the department’s use of force incidents. The report will note any areas needing improvement, and any patterns or trends that could indicate training needs and/or policy modifications. The Cottage Grove Police Department is required to report use of force incidents to the Wisconsin Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Information and Analysis on a monthly basis. Our department had no reportable use of force incidents in 2021 per the federal use of force guidelines. Reportable incidents include any actions that result in death or serious bodily injury, or the discharge of a firearm at or in the direction of a person. Our department use of force guidelines don’t require serious injury or death to be reportable. We also classify the pointing of a firearm at a subject as a use of force.
In 2021 the Cottage Grove Police Department had 1 documented use of force incident, compared to 3 in 2020.
The incident involved a 47 year old white male subject that was taken into custody for Disorderly Conduct, Criminal Damage to Property, and Resisting an Officer. During the arrest process, the subject attempted to bite, kick and head butt the arresting officer. As a result of his actions, he was forcibly taken to the ground, held down, and lifted against his will. All of these officer actions were taken while the subject actively resisted.
No weapons were used by the officer during the arrest, and no injuries were reported then, or later by the subject. A minimum amount of force was used by the officer to control the subject.
A body camera was used to record the incident. The officer filled out the CGPD Use of Force form and narrative reports were compiled. A supervisor reviewed the forms, reviewed the use of force, and then the Chief of Police reviewed the incident. Video recordings were also reviewed. In this incident the Chief of Police found that the officer used the appropriate amount of force for the situation he was involved in. No violations of CGPD policy, or state and federal laws were discovered. There were no patterns concerning the use of force in the department that were of note that would warrant a change in policies or procedures.
Sincerely,

Daniel Layber
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Dedicated to Keeping Our Community Safe Through Partnership and Professional Service

