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Mr. Erin Ruth, Director of Planning and Development
Village of Cottage Grove

221 East Cottage Grove Road

Cottage Grove, W1 53527

Re: Monona Grove School District—Cottage Grove Elementary School Bus Loop Expansion
Village of Cottage Grove, Wisconsin (Village)

Dear Mr. Ruth:

Strand Associates, Inc.® (Strand) received a site development review package for the
Cottage Grove Elementary School Bus Loop Expansion by the Monona Grove School District on
February 26, 2026, submitted by Point of Beginning, Inc. (POB), which included the following
documents for review:

1. Civil Plans dated February 25, 2026.

2. School Bus Circulation Exhibit dated February 25, 2026.

3. Stormwater Management and Erosion Control Plan dated February 26, 2026.

Additional POB-provided proposed traffic circulation documentation for review.

Strand has the following comments on the referenced documents.

Civil Plans Comments

1. The final submittal should have a title sheet with the name of the project, owner, and location,
typical of other projects in the Village.

2. The drawings refer to a “construction manager.” That phrase, as used in the drawings, should not
be considered to be the Village Engineer.

Sheet C2.0—Layout Plan

1. The northern driveway into the parking lot is shown with a 55-foot-wide opening, including the
widened bus entrance to the north. This exceeds the typical Village driveway opening width of
24 feet. The existing driveway and new driveway may confuse drivers and create conflicts with
their close proximity. Consider using the existing driveway entrance and starting the one-way
bus loop within the school site right after the parking lot entrance.

2. There is a sidewalk curb ramp coming from the east that intersects the public sidewalk. This
intersection occurs right in the middle of the driveway apron. This may create confusing
situations for entering vehicles if the apron is continuous for its entire 55-foot width.
Additionally, pedestrian curb ramps should not intersect sidewalks in the middle of a driveway
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apron. The pedestrian sidewalk should be relocated to the north of the bus drive aisle so it can
be separated from the driveway. It will then need a crossing of the bus loop at the eastern limits
near the front of the school.

3. The keynotes call for a “13" roll curb,” but the detail drawings only show a 30-inch roll curb.
Please clarify which curb is intended to be used.

4. Fire and emergency services will likely request a minimum bus loop pavement width of 20 feet.
The current drawings show it at 15 feet on the north and south connection points.

Sheet C3.0-Grading Plan

1. The cross slope of the public sidewalk along the new northern entrance appears to be between
4.4 and 6 percent. Maximum allowable cross slope for a sidewalk is 2 percent in accordance with
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.

2. Consider removing more asphalt pavement along the north side of the center east to west
sidewalk. In some areas, the tie-in slopes between the flowline and match appear to be
approximately 13 to 16 percent. This may be difficult to warp the pavement in a 2-foot width
and could pose an awkward loading and unloading surface for vehicles and pedestrians.

3. While it appears the bus loading and unloading sidewalk areas at the northeast corner of the site
have slopes of 5 percent, sidewalk areas immediately to the west have slopes exceeding
6.7 percent. Consider a running slope in these areas of 5 percent or less.

4. The running slope of the southeasternmost sidewalk ramp to the new roadway leading to the
playground area appears to be 11 percent. This should be reduced to 8 percent maximum to be
considered an ADA-compliant ramp, or 5 percent if it is not to be a ramp.

3. The riprap area detail for the south slope of the bioretention area on Sheet C6.1 indicates a
maximum side slope of 3:1. However, the grading plan indicates slopes of 2:1 and some areas as
steep as 1.5:1, which seem to be excessively steep. Maximum side slopes of 3:1 are
recommended and it is suggested that these slopes be vegetated with a no mow fescue seed mix,
instead of riprapped. Note that there are other areas of the site that have 3:1 side slopes. It is
similarly suggested that these slopes be vegetated with a no mow fescue seed mix.

Sheet C4.0-Erosion Control Plan

Silt fence should be installed along the entire south limits of the proposed project grading from
Main Street to the rear playground area.

Sheet C5.0-Utility Plan

1. The connection elevation to inlet EX#4 should be shown on the drawings. It appears the leader
may be dragged off the page.

2. The pipe between Inlet EX#4 and Manhole ST#4 should be reinforced concrete pipe (RCP) as it
is located within the right-of-way.
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3. Consider adding cleanouts at the 45-degree high-density polyethylene (HDPE) storm sewer

bends for ease of maintenance. Longer stretches of pipe after a bend may be difficult to clean
without an access point.

4. Consider a minimum of 2 feet of cover on HDPE storm sewer pipes within the site.

5. Provide photometric calculations for the proposed lighting layout, along with the corresponding
lighting specifications and detail sheets, for review of compliance with Village standards.
Lighting luminaire color temperature of 4000 Kelvin or less is recommended for Dark Sky
compliance.

Sheet L1.0-Landscape Plan

1. The northern “BN” tree appears to be close to the 12-inch HDPE storm sewer pipe running east
to west along the drive aisle.

Traffic Comments

1. Does the development team have an estimated amount of traffic that will likely be added to
Ollie Street and the Weald Bridge Road and Taylor Street intersection? The current Main Street
southbound traffic will likely have to use Ollie Street to Weald Bridge Road to Main Street to
enter the school site as a right-turn only. When a driver exits the site, they will also be required
to turn right-out which may add traffic to Ollie Street if they have to circle back to travel south.
Another option would be to make the south access as enter only but allow left- and right-turning
movements and the north access as exit only but allow left- and right-turning movements. This
could limit vehicles circling around on other local streets.

2. The right-out only parent traffic will conflict with the bus in traffic. The left-in bus traffic may
also queue traffic on Main Street as they wait for parent right-out traffic.

3. The circulation plan shows a bus gate on the northern end of the bus loop. Consider placing a
gate on the southern end immediately after the dumpster enclosures to prevent passenger vehicle
traffic entering from that end.

4. Provide a site pavement marking and signage plan for review.
Stormwater Management Plan Report Comments

1. Based on review of the submitted stormwater management calculations, Village, Dane County,
and state postconstruction stormwater management standards are being met. Note that the
calculations indicate the 100-year and 200-year high water level in the bioretention basin is
931.27 and 931.69, respectively. The engineering drawings indicate that the inlet elevations
along the bus drive are set at elevation 930.36 and 930.61 and the inlet elevation in the existing
parking lot is set at 930.56. This would result in flow surcharging out of these inlets for the
100- and 200-year storm event, which is assumed not intended and not represented in the
modeling.

2. A long-term stormwater maintenance plan has been provided and appears to be acceptable. The
applicant will need to prepare a stormwater maintenance agreement.
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3. Village Stormwater Management Permit and Erosion Control Permit applications and checklists
should be submitted to be reviewed by Dane County Land and Water Resources
Department (DCLWRD). Any DCLWRD review comments should be addressed before permit
issuance. Additionally, before permit issuance, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Notice of Intent be approved, a surety or letter of credit should be in place for public
improvements and stormwater and erosion control project costs, and all Village fees should be
paid.

If this site development is approved to move forward by the Plan Commission, Strand anticipates an
additional review of the site drawings that address the previously mentioned comments. Please call
608-251-4843 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

STRAND ASSOCIATES, INC.®

Tty 0. Wello

Tyler A. Wallin, P.E.

c: Plan Commission, Village of Cottage Grove
Kyela O’Loughlin, P.E., Director of Public Works and Utilities, Village of Cottage Grove
Matt Giese, Village Administrator, Village of Cottage Grove
Lisa Kalata, Village Clerk, Village of Cottage Grove
Anna Blake, Point of Beginning, Inc.
Josh Straka, P.E., Village Engineer, Strand Associates, Inc.®
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