VILLAGE OF COTTAGE GROVE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Parks, Recreation & Forestry Committee
Wednesday, November 16, 2022
5:00 p.m.
(please note date change)
This meeting will take place virtually via Zoom. Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet
or smartphone by visiting https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83972683129?
pwd=T2tndHB3cXR2N1hrZXVRbkkrRDlQdz09
You can also participate via phone by dialing 1-312-626-6799 and use Meeting ID: 839 7268 3129
When asked for your Participant ID, just press #. When asked for the Passcode, enter 221
You may also choose to participate by providing public comment prior to the meeting vial email to
the Director of Parks, Recreation & Forestry Sean Brusegar sbrusegar@village.cottagegrove.wi.us
If this is a teleconference, virtual or hybrid meeting, please review the Village of Cottage Grove’s
policy

AGENDA
1. Call To Order.
2. Roll Call And Confirm That The Meeting Was Properly Posted.
3. Public Appearances: Public's Opportunity To Speak About Any Subject That Is Not A
Specific Agenda Item.
4. Discuss Draft Bike/Ped Comprehensive Plan.
Documents:
BIKE - PED PLAN DRAFT 1.0.PDF
5. Discuss And Consider Outstanding Balances In ActiveNet.
Documents:
ACTIVENET MEMO.PDF
ACTIVENET FEES OWED.PDF
6. 2022 Parks And Recreation Project Updates.
7. Director's Report - Parks, Recreation And Forestry Update.
8. Approve The Minutes Of The October 20, 2022 Parks, Recreation And Forestry Committee
Meeting.

6. 2022 Parks And Recreation Project Updates.
7. Director's Report - Parks, Recreation And Forestry Update.
8. Approve The Minutes Of The October 20, 2022 Parks, Recreation And Forestry Committee
Meeting.
Documents:
10.20.22 PRFC MINUTES.PDF
9. Future Agenda Items.
10. Adjournment
Notice:
1. Persons needing special accommodations should call 839 -4704 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.
2. It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental bodies may
be in
attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken by any
governmental
body at the above -stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in
this
notice .
3. Any item on the agenda is subject to final action.

Chapter 1: Introductions
Mission
The Village of Cottage Grove will ensure that walking and biking are safe, accessible, comfortable
and attractive experiences for people of all ages and abilities through the entire community by
committing to sound policies and bike & pedestrian infrastructure investment.
Vision
Cottage Grove will be an exemplary bike and pedestrian community for all to appreciate our
businesses, public amenities and neighbors outside, free of automobiles.
Goals
•
•
•

•

Equitable & Inclusive – walking and biking safely and comfortably should be accessible
for all regardless of ability, income or location.
Safe – work to implement policies and improvements to ensure walking and biking are
safe and secure everywhere.
Comfortable & inviting – provide comfortable, inviting and completely connected
networks that support walkable and bikeable neighborhoods and a strengthened sense
of community.
Healthy residents & Healthy planet – increase walking and biking for transportation and
recreation in Cottage Grove to improve physical and environmental health for all in the
community.

Background
The Post-World War II era development pattern in most of America has been centered around
the automobile. Our State, County and Village have been no exception and for decades multimodal travel has been overlooked as our communities grew. At best, pedestrian traffic was an
afterthought or a retro-fit into this auto-centric development model, and bike travel largely
ignored. We are fortunate that much of the Village growth has occurred in the last 20-25 years
and our leaders had the foresight to require sidewalks in most new developments during that
time period. The Village is also fortunate in that a lot of the most recent neighborhood
developments have been built with off-street multi-use paths, bike lanes and great pedestrian
infrastructure.
There has been a strong shift in recent years towards providing more active transportation
options for recreation and transportation. While this plan outlines the challenges and gaps in
our bike and pedestrian networks, the Village has a comparatively strong network from which to
begin this important work.
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Purpose
The purpose of the Village of Cottage Grove’s Bike and Pedestrian Comprehensive Plan is to guide
the development, completion, growth and maintenance of our multi-modal transportation
network. Creation of a complete network will make walking and biking more convenient, safe
and accessible to Village residents and visitors allowing better access to parks, shops,
employment centers, County & State public transit options and schools. Comprehensive planning
and continuous examination of the Bike and Pedestrian Plan as a “living document” will ensure
that the Village remains poised to effectively leverage opportunities to interconnect with nearby
communities and Dane County’s network as opportunities arise to make these vital multi-modal
connections proactively.

Benefits of Bike and Pedestrian Facilities
Economic Benefits
Wider transportation access to business is a proven asset that encourages economic growth.
When bike and pedestrian access increases, businesses see increased traffic. Business owners
also enjoy the benefit of offering prospective employees transit options to & from their place of
employment. A complete bike and pedestrian network to a company’s front door is a big benefit
when competing for quality employees in an increasingly challenging labor market. Multiple
studies in recent years have shown the Millennial generation is less likely to own a car, more
likely to walk, bike or take public transit and more likely to choose to live in communities that
offer a wide variety of transportation options. While the majority of Village residents still leave
the community for work, recent growth in the Commerce Park has brought hundreds of new jobs
and the growth expected in TID 10 north of I-94 is likely to bring thousands more in the very near
future.
Focusing on active transportation is also fiscally responsible for municipalities taking the longview on their overall infrastructure obligations. Sidewalks and trails cost only a fraction of what
a road costs to build and are significantly less costly to maintain and last longer before requiring
reconstruction. If municipalities continue to encourage active transportation by growing and
completing connections in their bike and pedestrian networks and increase the number of trips
that are taken on foot or by bike, that will lead to less auto congestion. Communities can then
forego multi-million-dollar road expansions in favor of smaller, cheaper maintenance and
reconstruction projects as less cars are on the roads.
Public Health
Regular physical activity is vital for maintaining a healthy lifestyle, even moderate exercise like
casual biking and walking are proven to have a number of important benefits.
•

Weight control – moderate exercise helps prevent obesity.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reduced risk of heart disease – exercise strengthens the heart reducing the risk of many
heart-related ailments.
Improve mental health and mood – exercise releases chemicals in the body that improve
mood.
Strengthen bones and muscles - exercise helps kids and young adults build muscle and
strong bones and can help older adults slow bone density loss and maintain muscle mass.
Reduce risk of certain cancers – exercise is proven to reduce the risk of developing colon,
breast, uterine and lung cancers.
Reduce the risk of falls in older adults – moderate exercise has proven to help with
balance.
Improve sleep – exercise helps you fall asleep faster and stay asleep longer
Create social connectedness – being out with others increases connections and reduces
feelings of isolation.

Environmental
Assuming the user perceived the route as safe and accessible, an average bike trip by a casual
user is typically around 3 miles and a casual pedestrian will travel up to a mile. Given our Village
is less than 4 square miles of area in total, providing safe, accessible bike and pedestrian facilities
has the potential to significantly reduce the number of vehicle trips taken between local
destinations. Single-occupancy vehicle (SOV) miles are a significant contributor to greenhouse
gas pollution. As we grow and diversify our business community keeping Cottage Grove dollars
here in the community, we should continue to improve our active transportation network to
further encourage carbon-neutral travel choices.
Economic/Social Justice
Auto-centric transportation design puts up barriers to many citizens. Residents may not own a
car or are one-vehicle homes with more than one working adult, which severely limits
transportation options. Increased access to multi-modal facilities gives residents options to
connect between places of employment, businesses and residences safely and conveniently
without requiring expensive automobile ownership.
Safety
Our traditional development pattern has been to design roads to move automobiles as efficiently
as possible, which inherently means faster moving vehicles. This goal for automobile travel is in
direct contradiction to facilitating an inviting space for bicyclists and pedestrians. If automobiles,
bikes, and pedestrians are going to be sharing the same space, corridors need to be redesigned
accordingly and if that cannot be accomplished then alternate, safe routes for bike/ped travel
should be provided.
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Chapter 2: Existing Conditions
The Village maintains a GIS map of bike and pedestrian facilities on the Village website. Anyone
looking for information on what facilities exist or looking to plan their route can turn different
layers on and off on this interactive tool.
Exhibit 1: On – Street Bike Facilities
GIS update needed on bike lanes – insert map
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Exhibit 2: Off-Street Bike Facilities (GIS update needed w/ ’22 projects)
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Exhibit 3: Sidewalk Inventory

Bike & Pedestrian Comprehensive Plan

6

Chapter 3: Public Outreach
Survey Summary
In June of 2022 we put out a simple survey and asked residents to tell us about their experiences
and perceptions of walking and biking in the Village. The average time to complete the brief and
open-ended survey was 2 minutes and we got over225 responses in the 10 days the survey was
open. We gathered very valuable input and a number of issues were clearly of concern to many
residents.
Moving forward we will conduct similar surveys on a regular basis to continue to gather public
input, watch for trends, track improvements and work to address issues our residents are seeing.
•
•
•
•

83% of the residents were Village residents. Village respondents represented every area
of the community.
In response to the question “How often do you walk” over 93% of respondents walk at
least weekly with over 65% walking daily.
Over 57% of respondents reported biking at least weekly. 11% reported biking daily!
In response to the question of comfort level biking, over 13% responded that they don’t
bike or are uncomfortable biking on any street in the Village. 44% are only comfortable
biking on quiet streets or paths away from traffic. 32% are somewhat comfortable
alongside traffic but prefer bike lanes or wide shoulders. 11% of our riders are
comfortable almost anywhere.

What are some actions the Village can take to make biking more comfortable/attractive?
Most common responses were for more separated bike paths, wider bike lanes, connections
being made inside the Village (particularly to Bakken Park).
Another common response was completion of an off-street connection to Madison. This would
be outside of the scope of what the Village can completely control, but cooperative efforts should
be prioritized
What are some actions the Village can take to make walking more comfortable/attractive?
Most common responses were about walking access to Village parks and a common theme was
the need to create more robust and complete crosswalks to cross Cottage Grove Road (CTH BB)
and Main Street (CTH N) in a number of locations.
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Summary of Interactive Map Tool
Beginning in June of 2022 the Village built an online interactive map and solicited input on where
citizens would like to see specific improvements. Anyone is able to click the map, add a pin
exactly where they think an issue exists or an improvement is needed and then enter specifics
into a text box. This is a tool that will be maintained continuously as a way to sustain a viable,
simple way for citizens to share their suggestions and concerns. See Figure 1 for a screenshot of
our Interactive Map.
Figure 1
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Chapter 4: Needs for Improvement
Insert map of Network Gaps – utilize GIS w/ “inserts” of missing links make a pretty map
Missing sidewalks
Seldal
Commerce Park
Crawford Plat
Multi-use trail gaps (not many after 2022)
BB west
Buss Rd.
BB – Southing Grange to N
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Chapter 5: Policy Recommendations
1. Adopt a formal “Complete Streets” lens for Development/Redevelopment/Reconstruction
The Village will view every project through a lens with every type of right-of-way user in mind
and design accordingly. There is no cookie cutter approach to making a Complete Street, each
project is unique, poses unique challenges and opportunities, and requires thoughtful
engagement and a thorough planning process to truly meet the needs of all citizens.
“Complete Streets is a process and approach, not just a product or single type of street.”
Complete Streets is an approach to planning, designing and building streets that enables safe access for
all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities. This
approach also emphasizes the needs of those who have experienced systemic underinvestment, or those
whose needs have not been met through a traditional transportation approach, such as older adults,
people living with disabilities, people who don’t have access to vehicles, and Black, Native, and Hispanic
or Latino/a/x communities.”

“What does a Complete Street look like?
While Complete Streets are a process and approach to street design, there is no singular design
prescription for Complete Streets. Each one is unique and responds to its community context. A complete
street may include: sidewalks, bike lanes (or wide paved shoulders), special bus lanes, comfortable and
accessible public transportation stops, frequent and safe crosswalks, median islands, accessible pedestrian
signals, curb extensions, narrower travel lanes, roundabouts, and more.”

-

Smart Growth America/National Complete Streets Coalition

Example of a retro-fit Complete Street
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2. The Village will work to gain Bike – Friendly Community certification from the League of
American Bicyclists and continue to proactively plan and work towards Platinum status.

See Attachment XXX for more detail on “The 5 E’s” that make up the essential elements of a Bike
Friendly America.
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3. Work towards Bicycle Friendly Business℠ certification for the Village of Cottage Grove as
an employer (Municipal Services Building, Village Hall, future Library).

Potential programs as Bike Friendly employer
•
•

Bike benefits program/incentives for employees who walk or bike to work
Recognition (add more)

Facility Considerations as a Bike Friendly employer
•

Bike infrastructure addition/s
o Exterior bike racks
o Interior, secure bike storage
o Adequate number of showers and locker facilities for all employees

See Attachment XXX for more on the certification. Add summary reasoning
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4. The Village will work to gain Walk-Friendly Community designation from Walk Friendly
Communities and continue to work and plan towards Platinum status.

See attachment for more on Walk Friendly Communities
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Chapter 6: Project Plan
Our community continues to grow, with a mix of diverse residential and distinct commercial
developments. The Village housing stock continues to diversify with increased density and
housing options for residents of all income levels, family size, stages of life, and personal
preference. With increased housing diversity comes an increase in businesses looking to start or
expand their reach in the community. Working to make our bike and pedestrian networks reach
every corner of the community ensures that every resident can travel to and from anywhere
regardless of physical ability, age, financial situation, personal preference or any other reason
they opt not to travel by automobile.
The Village is dissected by two County Highways (N and BB); Main Street and Cottage Grove Road.
Anecdotally through reports to Village staff and more formally in our most recent survey,
residents consistently site crossing these roads as one of the biggest obstacles to walking or
biking to & from their preferred destinations in the Village.
Given the Village’s commitment to planning projects through a Complete Streets lens, the
majority of projects in our 5 and 10-year Capital Improvement Plan involve some level of bike
and pedestrian infrastructure improvement. Project summaries are below and will be updated
annually as the Village Board adopts the Financial Management Plan as a part of the budget
process. (as of this draft – program years for many projects are yet to be determined as the Village
Board works through a prioritization process).
Community Park Trail Connection (CTH BB to Weald Bridge)
This project constructs a trail through the wooded area adjacent to Community Park north
along the creek and will meet up with Cottage Grove Rd. making an inviting and interesting
connection to a neighborhood park and between two major Village streets.
Bike/Pedestrian Implications: This offers bikers and pedestrians a safe, interesting route to and
through Community Park as well as creating an efficient route between the residential
neighborhoods south up to the businesses along Cottage Grove Rd. to encourage residents to
make trips outside of their vehicles.
CTH N/Main St. Reconstruction (Reynolds to Village southern limits)
This project involves replacement of failing asphalt from (roughly) Reynolds St (near 1855 &
Outpost) south to the Village limits, the asphalt in this location has a PASER rating of 5 or less as
of 2021. This budget includes extra allocation for any potential streetscape, beautification,
traffic calming or pedestrian infrastructure improvements that may be desired.
Bike/Pedestrian Implications: Additional streetscape improvements would beautify this highly
traveled southern entrance to our community & Olde Town area. Traffic calming would slow
traffic as it approaches the Glacial Drumlin Path crossing and improve pedestrian visibility.
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BB/Buss Bike Path to Granite Ridge Elementary
This project would extend the bike path along the north side of CTH BB and up the east side of
Buss Rd. to complete the connection to the newest elementary school. There is a possibility a
future development will install the majority of this path.
Bike/Pedestrian Implications: This path will extend the off-street path along BB and complete a
safe connection to Granite Ridge Elementary School. This vital connection will encourage more
students and parents to utilize multi-modal transportation to/from school and ease traffic
congestion.
Sidewalk (missing link projects)
This plans to fill in missing links in our sidewalk network throughout the Village. (Multiple links
could be constructed as a part of Crawford Plat Improvements, proposed in 2028).
Bike/Pedestrian Implications: The Village’s recent ordinance change (no longer making adjacent
owners responsible for costs) will allow for more politically-viable completion of these missing
connections in the pedestrian network. Complete networks make walking to destinations a
viable option for residents, completion of these connections will reduce short vehicle trips and
encourage residents to walk more.
CTH N Urbanization (Oak St to School Rd; w/pedestrian improvements)
This project will complete the urbanization of CTH N/Main St. The project will involve significant
stormwater infrastructure improvements, retaining walls, and path/sidewalk addition along the
rural section on the west side of CTH N. The project will also incorporate intersection
improvements to improve the walkability across CTH N at each intersection throughout the
corridor.
Bike/Pedestrian Implications: A consistent concern expressed by residents is the
difficult/discomfort in crossing our main corridors (CTH N & CTH BB) on foot. This project will
finish the urbanization of our Main Street and add pedestrian improvements for travelling along
the west side as well as make the intersections safer to cross.
Bike path extension (Southing Grange to CTH N)
This project extends the off-street trail along the southside of BB from the intersection of
Southing Grange to the intersection of CTH N/Main St. This project could be incorporated into
a larger BB corridor “re-visioning.”
Bike/Pedestrian Implications: This project would continue the off-street path that currently
exists all the way to the intersection where travelers could cross and continue on the northsouth path along N.
Crawford Plat Improvements
The Crawford Plat neighborhood streets are due for repaving; all with a PASER rating of 5 or
less as of 2021 (aside from newly reconstructed W. Oak St). The streets of Crawford,
Cresthaven, Woodview, Terrace Ridge, and Chestnut Crest would all be repaved as a part of this
Bike & Pedestrian Comprehensive Plan
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project. The plan would also be to incorporate sidewalk (potential path) additions throughout
this neighborhood and could incorporate bike lane striping and traffic calming if any areas are
deemed warranted. This is the largest piece of the Village with missing pedestrian
infrastructure, and it would be most efficient to make all of these improvements as a part of
one large project.
Bike/Pedestrian Implications: This project would provide a cost-effective way to tackle two
needs, while addressing the failing asphalt, the project will also add sidewalks and could
potentially involve traffic calming, intersection improvements, bike lane striping and path
addition.
BB Corridor Improvements/“BB Revisioning” (CTH N to Sandpiper)
This project would involve reconstructing much of this undivided four-lane corridor to improve
the pedestrian infrastructure and streetscape and create a more appealing street where much
of TID 9 lies. The project would be designed to slow vehicle traffic, encourage bike/ped activity
and identify design elements that invite residents to the businesses and into the public space.
It is identified as a project in our recently approved UniverCity partnership. The project could
also incorporate the aforementioned path extension from Southing Grange and improvements
to the BB/N intersection to make it safer for pedestrians.
Bike/Pedestrian Implications: Similar to N urbanization, this will improve pedestrian accessibility
and comfort crossing BB. A road diet with the addition of turn lane-“TWLTLs,” medians,
streetscape, green infrastructure and other improvements could be incorporated to not only
improve user experience, but spur redevelopment in the corridor.
Westlawn Dr. Improvements
This project would repave all of Westlawn Dr. from the intersection with BB to the intersection
of W. Parkview. The asphalt is all rated at 5 or less as of 2021. The project would also
incorporate traffic calming elements and potential pedestrian improvements.
Bike/Pedestrian Implications: The asphalt is failing on this well-travelled street (as an access
point to/from Taylor Prairie) and bike lanes/traffic calming could be added during the project to
facilitate more comfort for pedestrians and bicyclists.
Bike Path Connection to McCarthy Park
This is a largely a placeholder at this time for a project that would have to involve a lot of
coordination, but could be a collaborative effort between the Village, the County and the Town
of Sun Prairie to extend our existing off-street trail all the way into McCarthy Park.
Bike/Pedestrian Implications: The Village has added significant off-street paths in recent years,
this project could connect to a beautiful and recently upgraded County park that many residents
love, but few feel comfortable biking or walking to.
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Damascus Trl Improvements
This project would primarily improve the pedestrian infrastructure to improve safety at the
intersections near and fronting Glacial Drumlin School. Pedestrian crossing improvements will
be made at BB, Manley and Killian and traffic calming infrastructure could be incorporated
along the street as well.
Bike/Pedestrian Implications: Glacial Drumlin School has historically had a lot of kids walking
to/from school each day and crossing guards staff (at least) 2 intersections along this area. This
project could add infrastructure to slow traffic and improve the visibility and crossings for
pedestrians.
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Staff Memo
Meeting Date: Nov 16, 2022
Memo Date:

November 11, 2022

To:

Parks, Recreation & Forestry Committee

From:

Sean Brusegar, CPRP, CPO – Director of Parks, Recreation & Forestry

Subject:

ActiveNet Outstanding Balances

Background
During the height of COVID, we started digging into customers with outstanding balances. We have gone
back as far as 2015. In the beginning, we were taking money for programs but having to refund if the
program didn’t run. That became expensive and difficult to accomplish so we switched to putting
everyone on a waitlist until we knew the program would run. In March of 2022, we had over 10 pages
equaling about $16,000 in outstanding balances. We have collected approximately $10,000 to date. The
highlighted items in the attachment are the balances that we would like to write off. This would allow us
to start 2023 with a fresh slate. If any of the customers have an outstanding balance, they will not be able
to register for a program until the overdue balance is paid.
Recommendation
Staff recommends writing off any balances owed prior to 2022.

Attachments

•

ActiveNet Fees Owed Report

The Village of Cottage Grove, WI

Village of Cottage Grove
PARKS, RECREATION and FORESTRY COMMITTEE
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, October 20, 2022
1. Call to order virtual Zoom meeting. The meeting was called to order by Heidi Murphy at
5:00 pm.
2. Roll call and confirm that the meeting was properly posted.
It was determined that a quorum was present, and that the agenda had been properly posted.
Committee members present for the meeting were Heidi Murphy (chair), Penny Aguilera, Amy
Brice, Jay Kiefer and Kevin Laufenberg. Staff present were Parks, Recreation and Forestry
Director Sean Brusegar, Recreation Supervisor Trista Taylor, Communications Manager Gabe
Altenbernd and Utility Clerk Kristen Krause.
3. Public appearance: Public’s opportunity to speak about any subject that is not a
specific agenda item.
There were no public appearances.
4. Discuss and consider creating the Community Guide by staff.
With the cost of producing paper guides, programs/events that are added after the guides go
out and less in person requests for paper copies, the department started discussing creating
the guides in-house. Other area communities were surveyed, and we found that many are
producing their guides in-house. By having the guides done in-house, it will be easier to
update the guide when changes/additions are needed. It was also noted that the guides will be
more concise without all of the advertisements. Guides will mainly be distributed electronically
on our website, social media, and in weekly newsletters, but printed guides will also be
available at our office and Village Hall, and for anyone that requests a printed copy. Motion by
Aguilera, seconded by Kiefer, to move production of the Community Guide in-house beginning
in 2023. Motion carried with a unanimous voice vote of 5-0-0.
5. 2022 Parks and Recreation project updates.
Bakken Park has not seen any progress at the Wheels Park as Spohn Ranch has not yet
arrived to begin work. The Village’s engineers continue to communicate with Spohn and urge
that they show some progress on the project, or else risk losing both their bid bond and the
project overall. Homburg Construction will be doing the excavation and erosion control and
should be on site starting tomorrow.
Community Park had the playground installed with the exception of the ADA spinner which will
go in once the poured-in-place is put down. To fix the pickleball court issue, the contractor will
be filling in the incorrectly drilled net post holes. Once that is complete, asphalt will be placed
over the affected area. This contractor will have supervision on site at all times for all work
going forward. A 5-year warranty will also be included for this area. Since the asphalt has to
cure for at least 30 days before the color can be applied, that step will be delayed until next
spring.
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At Red Hawk Park, the zipline and swings are scheduled to be installed tomorrow. Homburg
poured the curbing around the zipline area today and will be finishing concrete work on the
sidewalk and pylons into November.
The trail through the neighborhoods to the outlots and installation of the pier is being worked
on, but the swings and benches will not be installed until next year.
The new irrigation system was installed at Fireman’s Park and has been working well. Woodall
Baseball Academy utilized the field this fall and was still able to play their games despite the
installation of the irrigation system. The partnership with MG Baseball remains strong and
funds from them will be put into an account to be used exclusively for improvements at
Fireman’s Park. Brusegar will be utilizing some of those funds to replace the scoreboard next
year. The dugouts are in the process of being replaced, thanks in part to the donations from
various community members and businesses. Brusegar also noted that we will be entering the
Fireman’s Park ballfield into a baseball turf competition, which will highlight all of the hard work
that has been done by Parks Maintenance Supervisor Josh Bennett.
6. Director’s Report.
In recreation news, Brusegar, Taylor, Bennett and Program Coordinator Riley Berning
attended the 2023 WPRA Fall Workshop in Brookfield on October 6 and 7. There were good
learning opportunities, along with a tour of several Waukesha County parks. Classes began
utilizing the new space this week in the new CG Park Multipurpose area (in the former cheer
space). Fencing began in this area and has been a huge success. This new program has over
20 participants ranging from 2nd-12th grades. Staff have also been working on the paint and
other details for the office space in the new area and hope to move over there in the next few
weeks. We are also in the process of adding new art classes for ages 6-15 beginning in 2023,
after finding a great instructor out of Madison that will provide all supplies and also run the
classes. This upcoming Saturday, Taylor and Berning will be Stoughton for the end-of-year
Flag Football Tournament. We have had a great flag football season, with over 72 players (8
teams) and 12 coaches for our traveling 4th-8th grade league. Our in-house flag football league
saw another 120 participants in grades K-3rd. Fitness classes are up and running. We are
looking at adding a drop-in option for those that want to try a fitness class. The Ghostly Grove
Tour will be coming up and we have had some great entries. Winners of the Tour will receive
gift cards donated by Oakstone Recreation and Culver’s.
In parks, staff have been performing end-of-year maintenance on mowers, mulching leaves in
the parks, removing shade structures at the parks for the winter, winterizing the splash pad,
beginning the process of winterizing the park shelter restrooms and adding the broom to the
mower to prepare for winter snow removal. Brusegar shared that Dane County is having a
winter seed sowing event on November 3 from 9-11am at Fish Camp County Park. The group
that is organizing the event will provide native seeds, potting mix and instructions for
participants to use on their own properties.
H:\Parks and Rec Folder\PRFC Meeting Minutes\10.20.22 PRFC minutes.doc

Page 2

7. Approve the minutes of the September 29, 2022, Parks, Recreation and Forestry
Committee meeting.
Motion by Murphy, seconded by Brice, to approve the minutes of the September 29, 2022,
meeting as presented. Motion carried with a unanimous voice vote of 5-0-0.
8. Future Agenda Items
• Discuss Bike and Pedestrian Plan (future).
• Update on Parks & Open Space Plan.
• Update on 2022 Park Projects.
• The next regular PRFC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 16 at 5:00 pm
and will be a virtual Zoom meeting.
9. Adjournment.
Motion by Laufenberg, seconded by Aguilera, to adjourn the meeting at 5:40 pm. Motion
carried with unanimous voice vote of 5-0-0.
Respectfully submitted by Kristen Krause, Utility Clerk.

Approved on:

These minutes represent the general subject matter discussed in this meeting but do not reflect a verbatim discussion of the
subjects and conversations that took place.
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