Village of Cottage Grove
Meeting

Notice of Public

AD HOC HOUSING TASK FORCE
Tuesday, March 23, 2020
P.M.

5:30

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will take place virtually via Zoom. Please join the
meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone by visiting https://zoom.us/j/95192969965?
pwd=SU1iR0R0THFsdXh5d2VLbEVxQndmZz09. You can also participate via phone by dialing 1
312 626 6799 and use Meeting ID: 951 9296 9965#. When asked for your Participant ID, just
press # when asked for the Passcode enter 719691.
You may also choose to participate by providing public comment prior to the meeting via email to
Village Clerk Lisa Kalata: lkalata@village.cottage-grove.wi.us

1. Call To Order
2. Determination Of Quorum And That The Agenda Was Properly Posted
3. PUBLIC APPEARANCES-Public's Opportunity To Speak About Any Subject That Is Not A
Specific Agenda Item
4. Discuss And Consider Minutes From February 23, 2021 Meeting.
Documents:
02-23-2021_HTF_ MINUTES.PDF
5. Presentation By Steve Steinhoff, Agency Director At The Capital Area Regional Plan
Commission, Regarding Regional Growth Trends.
6. Presentation By Staff Regarding History Of Suburban Development.
7. Review And Discuss Local Housing Data.
Documents:
CG_HOUSINGTASKFORCE_2021-03-23.PDF
8. Future Agenda Items.
9. Adjournment
This agenda has been prepared by Staff and approved by the Chair of the Ad Hoc Housing Task Force
Committee for use at the meeting as listed above. Any item on the agenda is subject to final action.
Notice: Persons needing special accommodations should call 608 -839-4704 at least 24 hours prior to
the meeting. It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental
bodies may be in attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken
by any governmental body at the above-stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically
referred to above in this notice.

Committee for use at the meeting as listed above. Any item on the agenda is subject to final action.
Notice: Persons needing special accommodations should call 608 -839-4704 at least 24 hours prior to
the meeting. It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental
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by any governmental body at the above-stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically
referred to above in this notice.

VILLAGE OF COTTAGE GROVE

AD HOC HOUSING TASK FORCE
Tuesday, February 23, 2021

MINUTES
1. Call to order
The February 23, 2021 regular meeting of the Ad Hoc Housing Task Force was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by
Vander Velde, this was a Zoom meeting.
2. Determination of quorum and that the agenda was properly posted.
It was determined that there was a quorum of members present and that the agenda was properly posted. In
attendance were Paul Vander Velde, Mick Conrad, Loreen Gage, Jeff Lennberg, Dan Olson, Kim Sale, and
Shannan Shade. Absent and excused were Julie Flint, Cory Frank, John Hogan, Andrew Homburg, Andrew
McKinney, Tim Olson, and Megan Schuetz. Also in attendance were staff members Planning Director Erin Ruth,
Village Administrator Matt Giese. Dane County Planner Olivia Parry was also in attendance.
3. PUBLIC APPEARANCES – Public’s opportunity to speak about any subject that is not a specific agenda item.
None.
4. Discuss and Consider Minutes from January 26, 2021 Meeting.
Motion by Lennberg to approve minutes as written, seconded by Sale. Motion carried with a voice vote of 7-0-0.
5. Presentation by Kurt Paulsen, Professor at UW-Madison Dept. of Planning and Landscape Architecture, on the
2019 Dane County Housing Needs Assessment.
Professor Paulsen delivered his presentation, a copy of which will be provided to staff. Conrad noted that high
local taxes in Dane County make home ownership less affordable. Gage stated she is particularly interested in
affordable home ownership but noted that credit issues are often a barrier. Paulsen mentioned some home-owner
assistance programs in Dane County. Paulsen also noted there is a large gap in home-ownership rates for people
of color and minority homeowners sometimes compensate by purchasing homes further away like Rock County.
Conrad asked how Middleton uses TIF for housing. Paulsen said it’s most often used for gaps in financing, and
for a down payment assistance program.
6. Presentation by Angela Jones, Community Impact Director at United Way of Dane County on barriers to home
ownership.
Jones had a conflict and was unable to attend. Ruth will attempt to reschedule her at a future meeting.
7. Review and Discuss Local Housing Data.
Ruth presented the data in the staff report which included data about economic aspects of local housing.
8. Discuss and Consider Work Plan.
Ruth explained how the plan was changed to address comments and suggestions from the previous meeting.
Motion by Olson to approve the work plan, seconded by Sale. Motion carried with a voice vote of 7-0-0.
9. Future Agenda Items.
Nothing was noted beyond what is on the work plan.
10. Adjournment.
Motion by Sale to adjourn, seconded by Conrad. Motion carried with a voice vote of 7-0-0.

Erin Ruth, Director of Planning and Development
Village of Cottage Grove
Approved:

These minutes represent the general subject matter discussed in this meeting but do not reflect a verbatim documentation
of the subjects and conversations that took place.

STAFF REPORT
MEMO DATE: March 19, 2021
MTG. DATE: MARCH 23, 2021
TO:

Village of Cottage Grove Ad Hoc Housing Task Force

CC:

Village of Cottage Grove Board of Trustees
Matt Giese – Village Administrator
Lisa Kalata – Village Clerk

FROM:

Erin Ruth, AICP – Village Planning Director

RE:

Physical Housing Data

BACKGROUND
At several upcoming meetings the Housing Task Force will review various sets of data related
to housing both in the Village and the region.
OVERVIEW
A selected set of data, each with a summary, follows below. Data comes from the U.S. Census
Bureau’s 5-Year American Community Survey from 2019. Because it is a representative survey
there is a margin of error for all data.

Meeting Date: March 23, 2021

Cottage Grove has the newest housing stock among the comparable communities both in terms
of the percentage of homes built in recent decades and the median year built.
Just over 80% of housing units in the Village were built in 1990 or later. Only two other
communities built more than 60% of their units in that span: Verona (66%) and Waunakee
(62%). By comparison, just 24% of Monona’s housing units have been built since 1990.
The median year built (meaning half of the community’s units were built before that date and
half after) for units in Cottage Grove is 1998. Only three other communities had a median
date in the 1990s: Waunakee (1993), Sun Prairie (1992), and Oregon (1991).
Potential policy implications:



In addition to the relative lack of variety in home values in Cottage Grove, the fact that
so much of the housing stock was built over a short time span suggests less variety in the
Village’s housing. Continue to encourage variety in new housing types.
Older units can be an option for affordability, but the relative lack of such units in the
Village makes them less of an option here. Consider programs that protect viability of the
older units that do exist in the Village, such as those in the vicinity of Firemen’s Park.

Village of Cottage Grove
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Cottage Grove is among the communities with the lowest percentage of housing units that are
studios, 1-bedroom, or 2-bedroom with both Cottage Grove and Waunakee having about
24% of units in those categories. Oregon has the next lowest percentage at 30.7%. Given
that Cottage Grove and Waunakee have two of the three lowest percentages of rental units,
these figures are not surprising.
Cottage Grove has the highest percentage of units that are 3 or 4-bedroom (69.6%).
DeForest (62.6%), McFarland (63.7%), Oregon (63.9%), and Waunakee (64%) are the
communities with the most similar percentages.
Potential policy implications:




This is another category that suggests less variety of units in Cottage Grove compared to
comparable communities. Continue to encourage variety in new housing types.
Smaller units tend to be the most affordable. More small units would provide more
affordable options.
Smaller units are also best suited for small one or two person households. Recent
graduates, single adults, couples without children, empty nesters and the elderly are
among the household types that may make use of smaller units and it may be a challenge
to find such units in the Village. The national trends is toward a greater variety of
household types, including these smaller households.

Village of Cottage Grove
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Cottage Grove has the second highest percentage of units located in 1 unit detached, 1 unit
attached, or two-unit buildings (82.1%) with only McFarland higher (86.4%).
It may not be obvious which category a building falls into just by looking at it. For example, a
duplex with a ground to roof dividing wall, separate heating units and utility meters, and no
units above or below each other would be considered 1-unit attached. An otherwise identical
duplex with shared meters would be counted as a 2-unit building. Quadplexes, townhouses,
rowhouses, etc. divided similarly as the example above would also be considered 1-unit
attached.
Potential policy implications:







This is another category that suggests less variety of housing types in Cottage Grove
compared to comparable communities. Continue to encourage variety in new housing
types.
A detached single-family home is the least attainable housing type for many households.
The relatively high percentage of units in that type of building makes the Village
unaffordable for many households.
A detached single-family home also carries the highest maintenance cost and property
taxes both of which further affect affordability.
A detached single-family home also carries the highest maintenance burden (yard care,
snow removal, general upkeep) of the building types. Some household types such as the
elderly or disabled are not able to perform such maintenance and may no longer find this
home type suitable to their needs.
Single-family detached housing uses land less efficiently requiring more reliance on
automobiles and is less efficient to heat and cool with corresponding environmental
effects. Consider ways to encourage environmentally sensitive design in single-family
homes.
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