Village of Cottage Grove
Meeting

Notice of Public

AD HOC HOUSING TASK FORCE
Tuesday, February 23, 2020
P.M.

5:30

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will take place virtually via Zoom. Please join the
meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone by visiting https://zoom.us/j/98877904222?
pwd=VzNtaUhhMUF1RVE2SWx6dUM0YmNZdz09 . You can also participate via phone by
dialing 1 312 626 6799 and use Meeting ID: 988 7790 4222#. When asked for your Participant ID,
just press # when asked for the Passcode enter 719691.
You may also choose to participate by providing public comment prior to the meeting via email to
Village Clerk Lisa Kalata: lkalata@village.cottage-grove.wi.us

1. Call To Order
2. Determination Of Quorum And That The Agenda Was Properly Posted
3. PUBLIC APPEARANCES-Public's Opportunity To Speak About Any Subject That Is Not A
Specific Agenda Item
4. Discuss And Consider Minutes From January 26, 2021 Meeting.
Documents:
01-26-2021_HTF_ MINUTES.PDF
5. Presentation By Kurt Paulsen, Professor At UW-Madison Dept. Of Planning And
Landscape Architecture, On The 2019 Dane County Housing Needs Assessment.
6. Presentation By Angela Jones, Community Impact Director At United Way Of Dane
County, On Barriers To Home Ownership.
7. Review And Discuss Local Housing Data.
Documents:
CG_HOUSINGTASKFORCE_2021-02-23.PDF
8. Discuss And Consider Draft Work Plan.
Documents:
WORK PLAN_2021-02-17.PDF
9. Future Agenda Items.
10. Adjournment
This agenda has been prepared by Staff and approved by the Chair of the Ad Hoc Housing Task Force

WORK PLAN_2021-02-17.PDF
9. Future Agenda Items.
10. Adjournment
This agenda has been prepared by Staff and approved by the Chair of the Ad Hoc Housing Task Force
Committee for use at the meeting as listed above. Any item on the agenda is subject to final action.
Notice: Persons needing special accommodations should call 608 -839-4704 at least 24 hours prior to
the meeting. It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental
bodies may be in attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken
by any governmental body at the above-stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically
referred to above in this notice.

VILLAGE OF COTTAGE GROVE

AD HOC HOUSING TASK FORCE
Tuesday, January 26, 2021

MINUTES
1. Call to order
The January 26, 2021 regular meeting of the Ad Hoc Housing Task Force was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by
Vander Velde, this was a Zoom meeting.
2. Determination of quorum and that the agenda was properly posted.
It was determined that there was a quorum of members present and that the agenda was properly posted. In
attendance were Paul Vander Velde, Mick Conrad, Julie Flint, John Hogan, Andrew Homburg, Jeff Lennberg,
Andrew McKinney, Dan Olson, and Shannan Shade. Absent and excused were Cory Frank, Loreen Gage, Tim
Olson, and Megan Schuetz. Also, in attendance were staff members Planning Director Erin Ruth, Village
Administrator Matt Giese, and Village Clerk Lisa Kalata. Also in attendance was proposed committee member
Kim Sale.
3. PUBLIC APPEARANCES – Public’s opportunity to speak about any subject that is not a specific agenda item.
None.
4. Discuss and Consider Minutes from December 23, 2020 Meeting.
Ruth noted Jeff Lennberg should be added as absent and excused and Andrew McKinney made the motion under
item #10, seconded by John Hogan. Motion by Conrad to approve minutes with the noted changes, seconded by
McKinney. Motion carried with a voice vote of 5-0-2 with Lennberg and Homburg abstaining.
5. Discuss and Consider Draft Work Plan.
Ruth presented a work plan proposing data analysis and guest presenters through June and work on priorities,
goals, and the final document concluding in January 2022. Vander Velde thought this looks good but would like
additional input. McKinney thought is was a good start but should be kept flexible. Ruth agreed it could evolve as
the committee learns more. Conrad suggested a representative from WHEDA should be invited. Hogan mentioned
Waunakee had done a survey and inquired whether the committee would look at mapping suggested housing
locations. Ruth said a survey could be done and the mapping would likely be part of the priorities and goals
meetings later in the year. Conrad asked about TIF policy, and Ruth noted this could be covered in the economic
development meeting. The item was tabled so suggestions could be incorporated and reviewed at the next
meeting.
6. Presentation by Olivia Parry – Senior Planner, Dane County Planning Dept. – Introduction to Regional
Planning Issues.
Parry provided an overview of housing data and issues in Dane County. There was follow up discussion about
how aspects of the presentation pertained to the Village and to the committee’s future efforts.
7. Future Agenda Items
The work plan was referenced as the guide for future agenda items. Vander Velde noted that one member had a
recurring conflict on the fourth Tuesday. It was suggested that subsequent meetings be moved to the fourth
Wednesday and all present agreed they were available.
8. Adjournment
Motion by Flint to adjourn, seconded by Lennberg. Motion carried with a voice vote of 6-0-0.

Erin Ruth, Director of Planning and Development
Village of Cottage Grove
Approved:

These minutes represent the general subject matter discussed in this meeting but do not reflect a verbatim documentation
of the subjects and conversations that took place.

STAFF REPORT
MEMO DATE: February 18, 2021
MTG. DATE: FEBRUARY 23, 2021
TO:

Village of Cottage Grove Ad Hoc Housing Task Force

CC:

Village of Cottage Grove Board of Trustees
Matt Giese – Village Administrator
Lisa Kalata – Village Clerk

FROM:

Erin Ruth, AICP – Village Planning Director

RE:

Economic Housing Data

BACKGROUND
At several upcoming meetings the Housing Task Force will review various sets of data related
to housing both in the Village and the region.
OVERVIEW
A selected set of data, each with a summary, follows below. Data comes from the U.S. Census
Bureau’s 5-Year American Community Survey from 2019. Because it is a representative survey
there is a margin of error for all data.

Meeting Date: February 23, 2021

The Village of Cottage Grove has the second lowest percentage of owner-occupied housing
units valued at $199,000 or less (14.8%). Only Waunakee is lower. The Village is tied with
DeForest for the lowest percentage of owner-occupied housing units valued at $500,000 or
more (0.5%). Therefore, the Village has the highest percentage of units valued between
$200,000 and $499,000.
Owner-occupied home value is a function of size and quality, but it is also a function of age.
The Village grew rapidly after 1990, so older more affordable housing represents a small
percentage of available units. Many subdivisions also offer a relative uniformity of lot sizes
resulting in similarly priced housing throughout a neighborhood.
The Village’s median owner-occupied home value is $277,500, which ranks 5th among the
eleven communities.
Potential policy implications:




Encourage variety of lot sizes in new developments, including smaller lots that would
result in more affordable housing.
Encourage ownership opportunities other than single-family homes, such as duplexes,
townhomes, or condos in multi-family buildings.
Encourage rehab and preservation of existing older homes.

Village of Cottage Grove
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Meeting date: February 23, 2021

The Village has the highest percentage of owner-occupied housing among the communities
reviewed (78.8%), slightly ahead of McFarland, Waunakee, and DeForest (each around
76%).

Village of Cottage Grove
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This data is from 2019 and therefore would not reflect the first phase of Cottage Grove
Commons or any other 2020 development. Per the Village’s building permit records, the
Village added 23 single-family homes, 32 owner-occupied condos, and 105 rental apartment
units. When these are added to the above Census data, the percentage of owner-occupied
units in the Village falls slightly to 76.1%.
The median gross rent (rent plus utilities) in the Village per the 2019 data was $1,232 per
month. This was the highest median among the communities reviewed with no others exceeding
$1,100. Three were below $1,000.
This relative lack of rental units and higher rents combined with the aforementioned scarcity of
lower cost owner-occupied homes would appear to present a barrier to potential residents
looking for a more affordable starter home or rental opportunity in the Cottage Grove
market, and to those looking for a more affordable down-sizing opportunity.
Potential policy implications:





Encourage new opportunities for a variety of rental units including smaller units and units
in tax credit programs to encourage affordability.
Consider creative alternatives for new rental housing such as permitting accessory units
(sometimes known as grandparent suites) in some single-family residential zoning districts.
Consider zoning ordinance amendments to streamline approval process for multi-family
structures.
Encourage opportunities to educate residents about affordable housing options.

Village of Cottage Grove
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Per the 2019 Census Data, Cottage Grove has the lowest percentage of renter households
spending more than 30% of their income (spending more than 30% is the standard criteria for
a ‘cost-burdened’ household) on housing (28.3%). McFarland was the only other community
below 35%.
Among owner-occupied households with a mortgage, 25% of Village households spend more
than 30% of their income on housing. This was among the highest of the comparables
(McFarland, Monona, and Sun Prairie are also around 25%). All eleven communities are within
a less than 10% range.
It seems somewhat counter-intuitive that Cottage Grove has the highest median rent and the
lowest percentage of cost-burdened renter households. Perhaps by having the highest median
rents and the lowest percentage of rental units, property owners in the Village can be pickier
about who they choose to rent to and they do not need to rent to renters that are stretching
their incomes.
Potential policy implications:




Encourage employers to expand or relocate to the community to provide additional job
choices (and potential opportunities for higher incomes) for residents.
Encourage a variety of rental units at lower price points.
Consider home-owner assistance programs such as low interest down payment loans to
help new homeowners lower their housing costs.

Village of Cottage Grove
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HOUSING TASK FORCE WORK PLAN
MTG. DATE*
1/26/21
2/23/21
3/23/21
4/27/21

TOPIC

Introduction
Review Work Plan
Affordable Housing Need
Diversity & Home Ownership
Economic Housing Data
Regional Population & Household Growth
History of Suburban Design
Physical Housing Data
Housing & Economic Development
Village Employment Data & Commuting Patterns

5/25/21

Housing Discrimination
Demographic Data

6/22/21

Resources and Tools
Next Steps

7/27/21
8/24/21

Review Village Zoning & Subdivision Ordinance
Review Village Land Use Map
Review Village TIF Policy
Discuss Committee Housing Priorities

9/28/21

Discuss Committee Housing Goals

10/26/21

Discuss Committee Housing Recommendations

11/23/21

Discuss Draft Housing Report

12/28/21

Final Action to Recommend Final Draft Report

Jan. 2022

Committee Reviews:
 Plan Commission
 Community Development Authority
 Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Committee
Village Board Approval

GUEST SPEAKER
Olivia Parry – DCHI
Kurt Paulson – UW
Angela Jones – United Way
Sean Higgins – CARPC
Steve Steinhoff – CARPC
Jason Fields – MADREP
?? – WHEDA
Paige Glotzer – UW
?? – Tenant Resource Center
?? – Fair Housing Coalition
Megan Schuetz – Movin’ Out
Olivia Parry - DCHI

Speakers in yellow not confirmed. Order of topics and speakers highlighted in yellow subject to change
based on availability.
*Meeting dates may vary slightly based on guest speaker availability and quorum issues.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER DURING PRESENTATIONS



What did you learn?



How do you believe this pertains to the Village?



What aspects are important to remember moving forward?



What aspect do you want to learn more about?

